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“Mary is the queen of mercy, the mistress of the world, the queen of heaven 
and earth, the light of the blind, the glory of the just, the reconciliation of sin- 


ners, the hope of the despairing, and the salvation of the world.” (St. Bernard.) 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. 








Wol. 2 February, 1907 Ro. 5 


Approbation and Recommendation: I beg to say that your periodical of the 


Blessed Sacrament ‘“abernacle and Purgatory’’ has my hearty approval 
and recommendation. 
St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905. > M. F. Burke. 


The Divine Child and the Blessed Sacrament. 


The Crib and the Monstrance. 





N the fulness of time the King of kings, God's only begotten 
Son, descended from His heavenly throne. The glory of His 
Divine Majesty He concealed under human form. The Cre- 
ator of the world lay asa helpless infant in the manger. The 

Lord of heaven and earth exchanged his heavenly throne, around 
which the Cherubim and Seraphim bow in profoundest adoration, 
for the lowly crib. Irrational creatures stand there, where angels 
should have stood, where the kings of this earth did not deserve 
to be. They gaze fearlessly with their meek eyes on the veiled 
majesty of the Eternal. They warm His cold limbs with their 
nearness and their breath. 

What our Blessed Lord allowed to happen to Himself in the 
days of His childhood, He allows to happen to Himself daily 
when He lies upon the altar or is exposed in the monstrance. 
The lights twinkle around Him, and the flowers shed their 
fragrance and wither away before Him, and the clouds of incense 
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rise up daringly to His throne, and cover Him as witha veil. All 
that is little, simple, and innocent, is gathered from creation, and 
put before Him in the Blessed Sacrament, to pay Him homage, as 
it was in His Nativity. 


Sleep of the Divine Child in the Crib 
Mysterious Sleep in the Sacred host. 


Jesus sleeps in the manger; Mary and Joseph see the closed 
eyes, and hear the regular breathing, and watch all the 
graceful circumstances of childhood’s sleep. Nothing can be 
more complete than His apparent inobservance. For a while it 
seems as if the cold and the misery of the cave, the whole outer 
world have been forgotten. But no! deneath that breast the 
heart is awake though the body sleeps. Beneath those restful 
eyelids the terrific viston of Calvary is strong and clear, and 
fierce as in the hours of vigilance. Sleep interrupts not the 
operations of His reason, where acts of obedience, sacrifice and 
reparation are being multiplied unceasingly with every pul- 


sation. 
Just so in the tabernacle. There He sleeps in the embrace 


of a mystical death. He debars Himself from the use of His 
senses. He sees not with His eyes, He hears not with His ears; 
He stretches not forth His hands, nor do His lips move to speak 
nor His feet to walk. But He ¢s there under the species, God's 
only begotten Son, governing the world, dispensing grace, and 
living a multiform life which it baffles our words to tell, and our 
love to worship worthily. 


Flight into Egypt—Tbe Holy Viaticum. 


But let us leave Bethlehem. A few weeks have hardly 
elapsed since the birth of the child. The chill night air is circu- 
lating over the dew-damp desert. In the cold starlight we discern 
aman, accompanied by his youthful spouse; in his arms rests a 
tender infant: they are the holy family. Quickly they press 
forward, for Herod seeks to kill the child. He whom God has 
promised, whom the world has yearned for these thousands of 
years, has come,—and now He must fly as a fugitive from His 
own people. Borne in St. Joseph’s arms He leaves the land 
where for centuries He has been doing wonders of grace and 
mercy, and seeks to hide Himself in the idolatrous land of 
Egypt. 

To the world’s eye St. Joseph is in an attitude of guilt and 
shame. He is flying to save the child whom a king’s ordinance 
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has doomed. Mary’s heart is full to overflowing. She knows, as 
never apostle knew, as never doctor of the Church has known, 
the infinite worth of her child; and now the world rejects 
Him, its Savior and Redeemer. For Himself He rests passively 
in St. Joseph’s arms. He lets the cold wind of the desert make 
His tender limbs tremble, and the glaring, southern sun painfully 
dazzle Him. Seldom does the bubbling of the infrequent 
fountain please His ear, seldom is He refreshed by the cooling 
shade of a palm. What a mystery is all this! 

And now as to our own days. Let us visit the streets of a 
great city. Streams of public vehicles are meeting and passing, 
the equipages ofthe rich and noble dashing by, crowds of people 
hurrying hither andthither. A priest is threading his difficult way 
through it all. To many, as he passes along, he is a source of 
bitter thought and of unkindly suspicion. Here and there a 
person salutes him. He answers not, and they alone, of all that 
crowd, they know that he is bearing our Lord to the sick and 
dying. Unobserved by the multitudes they look after him and 
breathe a prayer, until he is out of sight. What striking resem- 
blance in all this, to our Lord in His flight into Egypt. 


Wajzaretb—Tabernacle. 


But let us return from Egypt. Why does the world’s Re- 
deemer remain in seeming inactivity at Nazareth? Why did He 
not begin to teach already in His youth? Did He fear the Jews? 
Did the thought of the sufferings awaiting Him make Him 
hesitate? Thus do those speak who presume to penetrate into 
the depths of the wisdom of God. However, of paramount 
interest to us is the question how our Lord was known and un- 
known during His hidden life at Nazareth. 

Mary knew Him, as none have ever known Him; St. Joseph 
knew Him and adored Him, even while by the ordinance of 
God he commanded Him. Some felt themselves attracted to 
Jesus, they felt a heavenly peace in His presence. they knew not 
why. Others again were astonished at the wisdom of His words, 
at His manners, so blameless, so charming. Others, if they 
lived, should expect to hear great things of Him in times to 
come. 

Still others saw Him, and to them He was all very well; but 
what was there extraordinary? He was an inoffensive son, who 
would never bring trouble to His mother’s heart; yet He was too 
quiet, shy, reserved, as a child, to make a hero when a man, 
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Others again were piqued at what they deemed the discreet 
notice taken of Him. They were vexed because He was praised. 
Upon the whole it was with the Child then, as it was with 
the Man afterwards; the Prophet had not honour in His own 
country. 

Ts tt not just so with our Lord tn the Blessed Sacrament ? 
Some tarry for hours before the tabernacle, lost in adoration and 
devotion. Others visit Him with fervor during divine service. 
Many bow down before Him in lively faith,—others do so only 
from custom. Are there not also those, who seldom visit Him, 
who misunderstand His infinite love, who doubt His real presence, 
who even jeer and scoff at the Blessed Sacrament ? 








Tbhougbts of St. Mary Magdalen de Pa3z3i 
On Holy Communion. 


When about to go to holy communion, consider that as you 
receive God, you do the greatest work you can ever perform. 

Is it not astonishing that such miserable creatures as we, are 
capable of harboring their God within them? How pure should 
not that heart be, which receives into itself the fountain of all 
purity ! 

God gives Himself to us in love, therefore he desires, that we 
come to Him with gratitude and love. 

Before you communicate endeavor with all your strength to 
comprehend the greatness and goodness of Him whom you are 
about to receive, for the little fruit of communion arises from not 
sufficiently considering that it is a God whom we receive. 

When receiving this divine food always do so in remembrance 
of the Passion of Christ, as He Himself has commanded, in loving 
remembrance and gratitude for all that He suffered for you, and 
with the express intention to honor His sufferings. 

When you have received this Blessed Sacrament, seek to lose 
yourself in it entirely, and imagine that there is no one in this 
world besides God and yourself. 

The greatest treasure you have is Jesus Christ after holy 
communion. Recognize this precious treasure and by a perfect 
surrender of yourself, permit your Divine Savior to purify, en- 
lighten, and sanctify your soul. 

The most appropriate time to speak to God, to listen to His 
voice, to serve Him according to His holy will, are those moments, 
when you have this Divine Guest within your heart. Listen, 
therefore, attentively to His voice, for he, whom Jesus Christ 
instructs, will need no books nor further instruction. 
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Spend this holy time in pious affections, acts of love, praise 
and thanksgiving. Surrender yourself entirely to His holy will 
and good pleasure. Offer yourself to suffer everything for His 
greater glory. Entertain a great desire to glorify the Most Holy 
Trinity, and by means of this Holy Sacrament to assist the 
whole world. 

On days of communion, watch carefully over your heart and 
permit it not to be troubled, that God may not withdraw from 
you, and often remind yourself of Him whom you have received. 

Whosoever communicates often, should draw from this divine 
food, sufficient strength to endure the greatest bodily or mental 
sufferings; but must you not justly be astonished and ashamed to 
possess so little virtue, that the least trifle disturbs you so much. 
Reflect, what would happen to you, if God should try you by 
great sufferings. Humble yourself, at least, before Him, and 
this will render you capable of obtaining more courage and 
strength. ; 

Beg of God that he would awaken in the hearts of all the 
faithful, a sacred hunger for this divine food. 





St. Andrew Corsini. 
(1302—1373) 

Our Saint was raised to the dignity of the priesthood in the 
year 1328. His parents, who were very wealthy, had done all in 
their power, in order that the celebration of his first mass might 
be accompanied with all possible splendor in his native city. 
The Saint, however, frustrated their plans altogether. After 
obtaining the permission of his superiors and without informing 
any one of his intention, he withdrew into a convent at some 
distance. There he celebrated his first mass with the greatest 
devotion and deepest recollection. To reward him for his piety, 
the Blessed Virgin appeared to him immediately after the Com- 
munion, saying; ‘‘Andrew, thou art my servant: I have chosen 
thee and will glorify myself through thee. 


” 
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A Miraculous Host. 





The renowned Benedictine of Monte Cassino, Paul Warne- 
fried, (Paulus Diaconus) who enjoyed a great reputation as 
professor and author but especially as historian, relates a remark- 
able occurrence from the life of the holy Pope Gregory I. 

A certain noble lady in Rome, inspired by piety and devotion, 
usually prepared the wafers and offered them on Sundays in the 
church. But once as she approached the railing, as was her 
custom, to receive holy communion from the hands of the pope, 
and as he was about to give her the body of the Lord with the 
words: ‘‘Corpus Domini nostri Jesu Christi’’ etc. she began to 
laugh. When the servant of God, Gregory, saw this, he took the 
Consecrated Host, and laying it apart on the altar, placed a dea- 
con to guard it until he had finished distributing holy communion. 
Then he questioned the lady as tothe cause of her conduct. She 
acknowledged, that she recognized the wafer which she herself 
had prepared and laughed because he had called it the Body of 
Christ. 

During his sermon the pope related this to the people, and 
exhorted them to pray. All assembled fell upon their knees, and 
when after some time the pope arose in order to unfold the cor- 
poral in which the Sacred Host lay, his fingers were stained with 
the blood which miraculously flowed from it. All pressed 
forward to see the miracle. After renewed prayer the Sacred 
Host resumed its former appearance and the pope gave it to the 
woman, who was converted by the miracle, and believed. 

Let us remain steadfast in our belief in the real presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Sacrament, even if we do not 
witness such miracles. 





Wonderful Effect of a First boly Communion. 





Theresa Kruse, a ten year old girl of Arnsberg, Westphalia, 
was stricken with the so-c -lled St. Vitus dance, which shattered 
her nerves to such a degree that she was deprived fora time even 
of the use of reason. The remedies prescribed by skillful physi- 
cians were of no avail, and her hands had to be bound so that 
she could do herself no injury, when seized by the dreadful 
convulsions. She was removed to the house of a foreign physi- 
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cian, noted for his proficiency, where after several months of 
careful treatment by the use of baths and other applications, 
she was cured of the convulsions and restored again to the use 
of reason, but was now deprived of speech and hearing. The 
application of electricity and galvanism was the last, though 
ineffectual remedy, resorted to. Thus Theresa returned to her 
parents’ house, in the year 1835, healthy in body and sound in 
mind, but deaf and dumb. She had been well instructed before 
her sickness, but from this time forward, she could acquire knowl- 
edge only by means of signs, especially by writing. In this sad 
condition, however, her piety developed daily more and more. 
She thus reached the fourteenth year of her age, and ardently 
desired to receive her first holy communion. She prepared her- 
self most carefully and with the greatest fervor for this act, and 
firmly believed that by it she would be fully restored. The great 
day, the 26th of August approached. Her devotion was exemplary 
and touching. As the Sacred Host was placed upon her tongue, 
she heard the sound of the organ and murmured softly to her- 
self: ‘‘My Lord and my God!’’ Having returned to her place, 
she fell upon her knees, while tears of joy flowed down her 
cheeks; louder and still louder the sweet strains of the organ and 
the singing resounded in her ears. Upon leaving the church, she 
greeted her companions, and amid sobs embraced her parents, 
exclaiming: ‘“Dearest mother! beloved father!’’ The crowds of 
people saw and heard what had taken place, and gave praise and 


thanks to our Lord on account of the miracle. 


Authentic report of the clergy of the parish of Arnsberg in the ‘‘Frankfurter 
Katholische Kirchenzeitung,” Sept. 5, 1835. 


boly Communion, The Cause of Our Glorious 
Transformation. 





The WHeavenly Father. 

Tell me, dear reader, who gives you holy communion? You 
answer: the priest. Yes, the priest administers to you the Holy 
Eucharist, but He who really gives you this divine food is the 
Heavenly Father. ‘‘For God so loved the world, as to give His 
only begotten Son.’’ (John 3, 16.) In holy communion you re- 
ceive the Son of God, of the same substance with the Father. 
You therefore receive the Eternal, the Infinite, the Holy God full 
of love and mercy. 

















“For a child is born to us, anda son is given to us, and the government 
is upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called God, the Mighty, 


Prince of peace.” (Cant. Isaias. ) 
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Why does the Heavenly Father give you this precious nour- 
ishment? For the sake of your soul. To prepare it for heaven, 
that through grace and mercy you may become a child of God. 
The Heavenly Father gives you God, because God wishes to fill 
your soul entirely in eternity. Your understanding shall be 
enlightened by the truth and wisdom of God, and the superabun- 
dance of God’s love shall be poured into your will. You in God 
and God in you. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary. 

What do you receive in holy communion? The body and 
the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘*My flesh is meat indeed : 
and my blood is drink indeed.’’ (John 6, 56.) Who gives you 
the flesh and blood of Jesus? Mary, the Mother of God. For 
Jesus received His flesh and blood not from His Father, but from 
His Mother. For what purpose do you receive the flesh and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ? That by the flesh and 
blood of Christ your own flesh and blood may b2 ennobled and 
sanctified; that your flesh, O man, may be worthily prepared 
for heaven. 

What then, must heaven be, that God thus prepares our 
souls and our bodies! What must be our future glory there! 
How wonderfully shall we one day be transformed ! 


Hn Example from Wature. 


How insignificant is charcoal. Nature, or rather the Lord 
of nature, has at certain times and in certain places transformed 
charcoal, or as science calls it, crystalized it. What then was 
formed from it? The diamond, the most precious of stones. 
What is the magnificent diamond Kohinoor, which now glitters 
in the British crown, and which millions of dollars could not 
buy? What is it, but a thimbleful of crystalized charcoal. It 
would be an easy thing for a chemist to reduce this most precious 
of stones, ina few seconds, to worthless ashes of charcoal. Ifthe 
Lord can thus transform so insignificant a thing as charcoal, how 
glorious then must not the transformation of our souls and bodies 
be in the city of God; I say: the souls and bodies of those, who 
have received holy communion often and worthily. 
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bow Fatber Baltbasar Alvare3 of the Society of Jesus 
Celebrated Mass. 





IN the first place he neglected nothing, that might enable 
him to approach the Holy Mysteries with the greatest 
possible purity of conscience. Several times a day he 
examined the state of his soul, and confessed the faults 

which he believed he had committed. He never failed to spend 

a certain time in recollecting himself before approaching the 

altar. No business, however important, could prevent him from 

daily offering the Holy Sacrifice. This was his pious custom 
even when traveling, although on account of it he had often to 
sacrifice his meals, and to expose himself to much inconvenience, 
at times even to great danger, as was the case when he passed 
through that portion of the country occupied by heretics, on his 
way from Spain to Rome and returning. He said Mass with so 
much composure and devotion, that all present were edified. 

A member of the society told me, that hisentrance into the 
same was due to the edifying impression, which the sight of the 
old priest made upon him, while occupied with the divine 
service during Holy Week. ‘‘Worldly-minded as I then was,’’ 
he said, “his modesty and devotion touched me so much, that 
I resolved to leave the world, and to enter a society that 
produced such servants of God.’’ 

Another highly enlightened person—St. Theresa—one day 
assisted at his Mass, and saw a radiant crown upon his head 
during the entire time that he was at the altar, which undoubt- 
edly represented the devotion, with which he offered the Holy 
Sacrifice. When God vouchsafed him extraordinary devotion, 
which happened frequently, he retired toa private oratory, 
where no one was present but his acolyte, in order to enjoy the 
sweetness of the divine visitation for a greater length of time. 
Holy Mass was his principal refuge in all difficulties, tempta- 
tions, embarrasing circumstances, and business affairs. In it he 
found the instruction, light, and consolation he needed. It was 
rumored among the members of the society in his province that 
the guardian angels of the souls who were under his direction, 
appeared to him at the altar, and revealed to him the faults 
of those persons and the means he should use to correct them. 
When a priest who had his full confidence, once asked him 
whether this rumor were true, he blushed and was silent. His 
silence was accepted, as it well might be, as an affirmative 
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answer; for had it not been true, his deep humility would, 
without doubt, have sought to refute it. 

After offering the Holy Sacrifice our venerable father spent 
half an hour in deep recollection, thanking God with all the 
fervor of which he was capable, for the great grace he had 
received. It was then especially that God made known to him 
His designs, and that the spiritual lights with which he was 
favored were particularly frequent. 

Convinced that all could enjoy the great graces and spirit- 
ual delights with which God overwhelmed him after holy com- 
munion, if they but wished it, he admonished them not to de- 
prive themselves of this happiness. ‘‘It seems to me’’, he said 
to them, ‘‘as though I heard Jesus Christ address also to you the 
words, which He once spoke to His Apostles: ‘‘But me you > 
have not always with you.’’ (John 12, 8.) These words He ad- 
dresses to each one of you after holy communion. All depends 
on our rightly understanding the meaning of them; they signify 
as much, as: “‘I am at this moment present in your very heart, 
and have come just for the purpose of offering you the opportu- 
nity of entering into a holy and salutary intercourse with me. 
But you know that I do not always remain with you. My sacred 
presence only lasts as long as the sacramental species continue; 
in a few moments they will be destroyed, and then I shall with- 
draw. Embrace the opportunity of this short visit to converse 
with me, and to enrich yourself with the treasure, which I long 
to give you.’’ The servant of God added to this emphatic 
admonition the following excellent words: ‘*‘He who has com- 
municated must be on his guard, not to lose the precious time 
during which the Divine Majesty has taken up His abode within 
him. Hecan spend this time piously in the following manner: 
First of all, let him be mindful of the presence of God and adore 
Him with the most profound reverence; then acknowledge his 
unworthiness to behold His divine countenance, and humbly 
beg for His blessing; lastly, let him listen attentively to the 
words, which our Lord deigns to direct interiorly to his soul, in 
order to comprehend the lights He imparts, and to obey. His 
inspirations, Concerning the faults which may be committed, 
there are two especially which the communicant must guard 
against; I mean, too short a thanksgiving, and reading too much 
for meditation.’’ 
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The Holy Eucharist thas Mife. 





The Body of Jesus. 

HE Eucharist contains the body of Jesus, which was born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered and died, and now possesses 
all the properties which glorified bodies enjoy—His body, 
with its entirety, perfection and harmony of all its 

members, though they may not possess any extension in space 
and contradict the law of co-existence in space, as they penetrate 

each other like spirits. 
The Blood of Fesus. 

The Eucharist contains the blood of Jesus, which flows from 
His Heart and circulates through His veins; it is the blood 
that has come forth from the immaculate fountain, the Virgin 
Mother, which has passed through all the agony of suffering and 
is to-day glorious and resplendent. It is the unfailing blood, 
which for its maintenance here requires neither air nor food to 
preserve its vitality and freshness, and which on account of its 
painful and ignominous shedding, now enjoys the glory of having 
satisfied Divine Justice, of having redeemed the world, of having 
merited for man the graces necessary for salvation. 

Does not every, even the smallest particle of the adorable 
flesh of Jesus merit our praise and love? Did not every member 
of this body co-operate in the work of our redemption, and has 
not each one in the sublime history of the Incarnate Word, its 
peculiar history, according to which the love, the power, the 
virtues and sufferings of these members have wrought miracles? 
And does not our Savior continue to attract us to Himself, to 
sanctify us, and to confer benefits upon us, through each one of 
these members ? 





The Adorable Face. 


Adorable face, once covered with wounds and spittle, crown- 
ed with thorns, bruised with blows—now shown to us by faith in 
the Blessed Sacrament, veiled through humility, but to-day yet 
as then, the reflection of divine goodness and holiness, the mirror 
of the soul of Jesus; how attractive and fascinating for the little 
ones, who drawn by the sweetness of thy smiles hastened to Thee, 
for the sinners, who by the loveliness of Thy looks and the 
mildness of Thy lips are attracted ! 

The Hands of the Lord. 

Divine hands! beneficent, open to welcome us, merciful, 

active and industrious, gentle to the wounds of the sick, tender 
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for friendship, so often folded in prayer, raised to bless, hardened 
by labor for carrying the heavy burden of the cross, extended 
and pierced on the same in order to embrace and redeem the 
whole world! Sanctified hands of Jesus, which in the Blessed 
Eucharist still bear the marks of your wounds, always open, to 
distribute with liberality the living bread, that the souls may be 
filled with the blessed life of God, and extended to us to guide, to 
bless, to pardon, and to clasp us in your loving embrace! 


The Feet of the Lord. 

Sacred feet, which trod upon our earth, grew weary upon 
our rugged paths, wounded by the thorns in our ways—light- 
bringing, glorious feet, which have carried the world’s Redeemer 
throughout Judea, and after having endured all fatigue seeking 
the lost sheep of Israel, were fettered, bound to the pillar, and 
finally nailed to the cross for the active and salutary repose of a 
patient Savior, waiting to meet the sinners of all times to pardon 
them.—Sacred feet, which in the Blessed Sacrament still bear 
the glorious marks of your wounds, which suffered themselves to 
be pierced with the nail of crucifixion—should it be possible for 
us not to adore you, to thank you, to cover you in spirit with 
reverent kisses, to envelop you through the sacramental species 
with the sweet odor of the deepest reverence, and to heed the 
lessons of devotedness and fervor, which you inculcate ? 


Tbe Living heart of Fesus. 

But before all, one must study in the sublime reality of this 
sacrament, know and consider, the cause of the institution of the 
Eucharist, that which forms its greatest charm. The very life of 
the adorable person of our Lord Jesus Christ is Hzs sacred and 
living heart present in the Holy Eucharist. It is His heart 
which unites the various adorable parts of the sacred body of the 
Lord; it imparts to them strength and life in the vivifying streams 
of His blood; it is the sensible expression of all the love with 
which the soul of the Eucharistic Christ loves us, of all the 
thoughts with which He pursues us, of all the virtues of which 
He has given us an example. It is the heart which causes the 
Eucharist to live; for the heart is in the human being the outlet 
of life. For this very reason the Eucharist is of unspeakable 
value to us, because it gives us Jesus Christ real and living. A 
sacrament without life would be for us only a memorial. As 
precious as this would already be to us, what would it be compared 
to the real living person of our Lord? 
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The Soul of Fesus. 


The soul of Jesus is the most perfect, the purest, the most 
powerful of all created spirits, capable of entering into the most 
intimate union possible with the person of the Eternal Word. 
The soul of Jesus is the truest mirror and the most exact image 
of the divine perfections. The soul of Jesus and its will is faith- 
ful, strong, magnanimous, enriched with all graces and virtues. 

When this soul is present in the Eucharist, it is for the 
purpose of animating the Blessed Sacrament with a human life, 
and of making out of this life, s#e most rational, intelligent and 
amiable being. 

When this soul is given us in holy communion, it is that our 
soul may be sanctified and made spiritual, by being withdrawn 
from the dominion of the flesh, —it is to enlighten our souls with 
the true light from on high, to inflame them with noble and 
ardent love, and to render them similar to the sacred soul of 
Jesus, their sublime model. 

In the Holy Eucharist is the living humanity of Jesus Christ 
and there beats His living heart. Let us penetrate into the 
depths of this sacred humanity, in order to enkindle our cold 
hearts by the fire of love with which the heart of Jesus is in- 


flamed. 





St. Alpbonsus Ligouri, 
A Zealous Adorer of the Holy Eucharist. 


Among the saints who were conspicuous for devotion to the 
Holy Eucharist, the great doctor of the Church, St. Alphonsus 
Mary Ligouri, undoubtedly holds one of the most prominent 
places. From early childhood he cherished a tender devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament, but after being ordained deacon, April 6, 
1726, and having received permission to preach throughout 
Naples, he considered it his duty, to give expression to the feel- 
ings of his heart towards this Sublime Mystery. His first sermon, 
which was delivered during the forty hours’ devotion, in the 
church of Giovanni della Porta, was a glowing effusion of his 
love for the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. This, together 
with the divine truths, sermons on the Blessed Virgin, and the 
battle against sin, were his favorite themes during his entire life, 
as were his visits to the Blessed Sacrament his favorite devotion. 
Hence, there was no one better capable of composing the ‘‘Visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament,’’ that golden book, which has been 
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translated into almost every European language, as well as into 
the Arabian and other foreign tongues, and which has been so 
extensively spread that none but the Imitation of Christ has ever 
been more widely circulated. 

As bishop, besides being very solicitous in regard to all that 
pertained to the divine service, the singing, especially the choral, 
and the exact observance of the rubrics, he was particularly in- 
tent that nothing should be wanting in the cleanliness and deco- 
ration of the House of God. Notwithstanding his near-sightedness 
he noticed the dust which had accumulated upon the altar; the 
perpetual light, nothing eventhe most trivial, escaped his atten- 
tion. When he had grown so old that he could no longer employ 
his time actively in literary work, it was his greatest delight to 
spend the hours that he thus gained in the church, before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Inthe morning he heard four or five Masses, 
and in the evening he remained there a long time lost, as it were, 
in the contemplation of his Sacramental Lord. This brought 
him unspeakable consolation, but just this should also become the 
means of depriving him thereof. 

On the last day of the novena in honor of St. Theresa, in 
October of the year 1784, he fell into an ecstasy as he was kneel- 
ing before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, during which, being 
no longer able to contain himself, he exclaimed several times: 
“‘O eternal Love, I love Thee! O eternal Love, I love Thee!’’ 
From this time forward these ecstasies became frequent when he 
was before the Blessed Sacrament, which caused so great a 
sensation, that crowds of curious persons flocked thither, thereby 
making no little disturbance. Father Villam, therefore, no 
longer allowed the Saint to remain in the church for any length 
of time, under the pretext, that the sultriness of the air would 
injure his head. The Saint obeyed, yet there was scarcely anything 
more painful to him than this sacrifice. 

The Tabernacle attracted him like a magnet, and again and 
again, when not remembering this command, he desired to be led 
thither. Even his dreams betrayed how ardently he longed for 


the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. ‘*Where are we?’’ he 
one day asked Brother Francescantonio, awaking from a dream. 
‘‘We are in Pagani,’’ the latter answered. ‘‘Is the Blessed Sac- 


rament there ?’’ the Saint again asked. 





Tbe Miracle of Faverney 


is one of the best known and most renowned in the history 
of the seventeenth century. On the 26th of May, 1608, the 
Blessed Sacrament was exposed day and night in the Abbey 
church of Faverney, in the diocese of Besancon. Clement x1. 
had granted a plenary indulgénce on the occasion. The church 
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was adorned with the most precious decorations, and the altar 
hung with silken tapestry and draperies. During the night, 
however, the adorers became so few in number, that Dom 
Garnier, one of the monks, was left alone before the Blessed 
Sacrament until eleven o’clock. Wearied and overcome by 
sleep, he resolved to take some rest, and having extinguished all 
the candles, leaving but two lamps burning, he retired to his 
cell. 

What happened after this is uncertain, but when Dom 
Garnier opened the church door in the morning at three o’clock, 
a thick suffocating smoke rushed out, and upon the spot where 
the exposition throne had stood, he saw the last flickering of 
dying flames. In his fright he ran back into the monastery and 
awakened the brethren. They hasten to the church where 
all eyes are directed towards the altar, the throne, the mon- 
strance. But the tabernacle is no longer there; it has been 
reduced to ashes, the altar table burned, the canopy, three- 
fourths of which had fallen down, charred and _ blackened. 
One of the lamps was melted, the other had fallen and was 
broken. The marble table, upon which the exposition throne 
had rested, was covered with red hot coals and ashes, split 
in three pieces, and so hot that no one could touchit. At 
day-break a novice named Brenier saw the monstrance suspended 
in the air, up at the choir grate. Dom Garnier stretched his 
hands towards it, in order to see what had become of the Sacred 
Host, but another held him back and called his attention to the 
miracle. In the meantime the people came, and seeing the 
smoke, thought the church was on fire. Hurrying inside to save 
what they could, they saw the burned altar, the suspended mon- 
strance, and cried out: ‘A miracle!’’ All prostrated and adored 
the Sacred Host, which was unconsumed by the flames. The 
monks having recovered from their first fright, did not know 
what to do, and finally resolved to leave everything as they had 
found it, and to summon the Capuchins of Vesoul, who were 
known as excellent theologians, to witness the miracle. 

The monstrance continued suspended in the air. The 800 
inhabitants of Faverney witnessed it, and the news brought such 
multitudes from the neighboring parishes, that during the thirty- 
three hours in which the monstrance continued suspended , between 
nine and ten thousand persons observed it. On the 27th of 
May, the monstrance placed itself upon the corporal spread out 
to receive it, but so gently, that not the least particle of the 
ashes with which it was covered fell upon the corporal. A 
most careful examination was then begun. Among the many 
persons who were ready, under oath, to testify to the miracle, only 
fifty-two of the most distinguished men were accepted; the 
substance of their evidence still exists, as also their names, and 
forms a precious document in proof of this occurrence. In the 
year 1864, the Sacred Congregation of Rites, in the name of the 
Pope, ordered a strict examination of the acts and their history 
and confirmed the truth of the miracle. On the 16th of March, 
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1864, Pius IX. recommended the miraculous Host to the venera- 
tion of the whole world. The fact, that the frail form of the 
Host has remained intact for almost three-hundred years, is not 
less wonderful than its being unconsumed by the fire, and its 
suspension in the air for thirty-three hours. 

In the year 1726 a conflagration in Faverney had reduced 
forty-five houses to ashes. Ten others had already been ignited, 
and the destruction of the entire neighborhood seemed inevit- 
able. The people then took refuge to the miraculous Host, 
carried it to the place of the fire and the flames were immediately 
extinguished. In remembrance of this, the Bishop, Francis 
Joseph Grammont, instituted a feast, to be celebrated throughout 
his diocese, on the 30th of October. 

Non-Catholics may marvel at such facts, cowardly scoffers 
may reject them without examination, because they are not 
conformable to their views, but for us Catholics there is cause 
neither for surprise nor doubt, for we believe, that the Sacred 
Host contains Him, whom the wind, the sea, the fire, and air 
obey. Our Lord, the King of glory, the Almighty, at whose call 
the dead shall once rise from their graves, is in every consecrated 
host. Let us, therefore, always adore the Sacred Host with the 
most profound reverence, be it enclosed in the tabernacle or 
exposed in the ciborium or monstrance. 





A Serapb of Love, 
Mary Frances of the Five Wounds of Fesus Christ. 


MN the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, in the year 1867, Mary 
Z|) Frances of the Five Wounds of Jesus Christ, was canon- 
ized by Pope Pius IX. She was a tertiary of the order 
of St. Francis, lived in Naples, and died in the 
year 1791. 

Mary Frances was so enlightened concerning the most Blessed 
Sacrament and felt herself so powerfully drawn to this great 
mystery of faith, pledge of hope and miracle of love, and in 
consequence received such extraordinary graces, that her intimate 
relation to this mystery formed the culminating point of her 
life. Already as child she hungered for the Bread of Angels, and 
it can be said without exaggeration, that during her whole life she 
burned with love for the Blessed Sacrament. The holy tabernacle 
attracted her in an extraordinary manner, and she knew where the 
Blessed Sacrament was concealed, even when the perpetual light 
and every other sign was wanting. In her prayers before the altar 
she really seemed to be on fire, and as a consequence of her 
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Eucharistic love, she breathed forth a paradisical odor. She 
liked best to betake herself to those churches of Naples, where 
the Forty Hours’ Devotion was being held, and there visited the 
Blessed Sacrament for hours at a time. 

In other churches, where the Blessed Sacrament was exposed 
during the carnival days, she remained from early morning until 
after the last blessing in the evening, nor could she be prevailed 
upon to take even a drink of water; her only thought was, to 
bear her Redeemer in the Holy Eucharist company. She made 
it a rule to visit the Blessed Sacrament thirty-three times a day, 
in honor and remembrance of the number of years our Lord lived 
visibly among men. 

Suspended in the Air. 

When prevented by illness or otherwise from going to the 
church, she made these visits in spirit at home, her body turned 
towards the church, and not seldom was she seen with her 
countenance glowing and her arms extended, kneeling in the ° 
air, several feet above the ground. At other times she was 
observed at night upon the terrace of her dwelling, turned to- 
wards the church not far distant, and with arms extended, crying 
out in transports of love: ‘“‘My Spouse, O my Spouse! O 
joy of my heart! Oh, that I had the hearts of all men that I 
might bless Thee! My Good, my All, my Life! My dearest 
Jesus, why am I deprived of Thee to-day? O blessed tongues, 
that have received Thee! Blessed walls of the church, that en- 
close my beloved Good! 

While uttering these words she sighed and wept so bit- 
terly, that it was impossible to listen to her without being deeply 
moved, and thus were enkindled in others some flames of 
the holy fire, which burned so ardently in her own breast. She 
earnestly exhorted those with whom she conversed to commu- 
nicate often, at least spiritually, and taught them in what manner 
they should do so, and to visit the Blessed Sacrament, or in case 
they could not go to church, often to entertain our Lord inspirit . 
at home. 

Daily Communion. 

This fervent love for the Most Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar and the longing desire to be united with her Spouse, Mary 
Frances shared with all holy souls. But to our Saint was 
granted the extraordinary privilege of communicating almost 
daily, from the time of her first holy Communion until that of 


her happy death. 
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Holy communion was for her not only the nourishment of 
her spiritual life, but during her entire earthly pilgrimage, it was 
almost her only corporal food. She seemed to think of nothing 
else but her only Good in the Blessed Sacrament. During her 
last agony, a few hours before her death, when her body had 
already the appearance of a corpse, the priest asked her if she 
would like to receive holy Communion. Unable to speak, she 
joyfully made a sign of assent. When Jesus her Spouse was 
presented to her, she raised her head, which for twenty-four 
hours had been as though nailed to the pillow, adored her Lord 
in the Sacred Host, opened her mouth and communicated, 
although she had not had sufficient strength to swallow a little 
water. Such was the faith, desire, and love for the Blessed 
Sacrament, which animated our Saint until her last breath. 


Astonishing Miracles. 


But our Lord never allows Himself to be surpassed in ten- 
derness and generosity by His creatures, and He rewarded the 
ardent desire of His servant for the Blessed Sacrament, by the 
most astonishing miracles. Once she lay upon her bed of pain 
and there seemed to be no possibility that her ardent longing for 
holy communion could that day be satiated; when behold! a 
Sacred Host was seen to enter her room and place itself upon her 
tongue! Her confessor, who out of compassion for her sufferings 
frequently celebrated Mass in her little oratory and gave her holy 
communion, related the following occurrence: ‘One day as I 
was about to give her holy communion during Mass, and had 
already turned towards her, saying the usual words: Behold the 
Lamb of God etc.—I noticed that I no longer held the Sacred 
Species between my fingers. Greatly agitated and embarrassed, 
I commenced to search the floor and all around, when our Saint 
made a sign to me that she had already received the Sacred 
Host upon her tongue.’’ At another time, when by reason of the 
large number of faithful going to the Holy Table, she would have 
had to wait long for her turn to communicate, she begged our 
Lord to hasten to come to her, when a sacred particle was seen 
to detach itself from the ciborium and place itself in her mouth. 
More wonderful still is what the Venerable P. Francis Xavier 
Bianchi, her spiritual director, narrates, as for instance, that a 
sacred particle which he had consecrated was often miraculously 
conveyed to her, at times even that particle which is broken from 
the large Host and let fall into the chalice at the Pax Domini, 
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for when he consumed the Precious Blood he found it to be no 
longer there, and learned later, that it had been borne by the 
ministry of angels from the altar to the bed of the holy virgin. 


The Archangel Rapbael and the Precious Blood. 


The same servant of God says further, it often occurred that 
after the elevation, even the chalice disappeared for a short 
time, and was replaced again by invisible hands, but he could 
notice, that sometimes more, sometimes less of the Precious 
Blood had been consumed. And it happened that on those days 
the Saint afterwards told him that her Divine Bridegroom, in 
His great mercy, had sent the holy Archangel Raphael to her 
dwelling, to give her holy communion under the appearance of 
wine. On one occasion nearly one half of the Sacred Blood had 
disappeared from the chalice. In the afternoon when he called 
her to account for this remarkable diminution, she answered him 
simply: ‘‘My father, had it not been for the Archangel Raphael, 
who admonished me that I must leave some of the Sacred Blood 
in the chalice, in order that the Holy Sacrifice might not be left 
incomplete, I would have taken it all.’’ From this time Father 
Bianchi always put more wine than usual into the chalice, 
“‘for, he remarked to the sacristan, there are two of us who 


partake thereof.”’ 





St. Francis Solanus preached with so much efficacy, that not 
only many of his audience broke out into loud sobbing, but what 
is still more, a great number of hardened sinners entered into 
themselves and at the end of the sermon threw themselves at the 
feet of the saint to confess their sins. When asked where he 
obtained the points of his sermon and their explanation, he gave 
the beautiful answer: ‘‘I receive them in the corner of the 
choir, while praying before the Blessed Sacrament. There I 
receive them from the most perfect of all preachers—God 


Himself.’’ 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 


Mndulgences, a Powerful Means of Assisting tbe 
Poor Souls. 





MONG the many means given us by Godtoassist the poor 
souls, zzdulgences undoubtedly hold a prominent place. 
But since the time of Luther, indulgences have been, 
and still are, the target against which are aimed the 

most unjust attacks of the opponents of our holy Church, andon 

the other hand, as erroneous ideas concerning the nature of indul- 
gences prevail, even among the children of the Church, it may 
not be superfluous, to repeat, in short, the teachings of the 

Church concerning indulgences. 

By indulgence we by no means understand remission of szxs 
committed, but the remission of the temporal punishment, due 
to those sins, the guilt and eternal punishment of which have 
been already remitted. Faith teaches, that by the sacramental 
absolution (or by an act of perfect contrition, if it is impossible 
to go to confession) the guz/¢t of sin is remitted, and in case of a 
mortal sin also its eternal punishment. But although God again 
receives the sinner to His friendship, and has renounced, so to 
say, the right He possessed to condemn him to eternal torments, 
he nevertheless, with but few exceptions, imposes upon the sinner 
temporal punishment. To this St. Augustine testifies by the 
words: “‘Also the sins of those, O Lord, whom Thou dost forgive, 











152 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


Thou leavest not unpunished.’’ This debt of temporal punish- 
ment must be canceled either in this life by works of satisfaction, 
or in the next by the sufferings of purgatory. Thus the Councz/ 
of Trent teaches.— 

However, God, who is love and mercy itself, knowing how 
difficult it is for us to make full satisfaction, and wishing to make 
it easier for us to render atonement, has entrusted to His Church 
the boundless and inexhaustible treasure of merits and satisfaction, 
which His only-begotten Son has acquired for us by His passion 
and death, to whichare added the overflowing merits of the Blessed 
Virgin, as also the abundant satisfaction made by the saints 
through their penance, sufferings, and good works, overand above 
the punishment due to their sins. This precious treasure He 
has placed at the disposal of His Church, and has given her the 
power to draw therefrom and to impart thereof to her children 
who are ¢ru/y contrite, in order that their own defective satisfaction 
may be supplied and made perfect through the superabundant 
merits of Christ, the Blessed Virgin and the Saints. This power 
given her by God, the Church has made use of since her founda- 
tion, and has at all times granted indulgences to her faithful 
children. 

By giving to His Church the power of granting indulgences, 
God has given us a means of perfecting our deficient penance 
and satisfaction, and thereby averting that temporal punishment 
by which, in the flames of purgatory, we would have to satisfy 
Divine Justice after our death. And it is by this same means 
that we can assist the souls in purgatory, for we know that the 
Church permits almost all indulgences that she grants to the 
living, to be applied to the dead. It istrue the Church no longer 
possesses that power and jurisdiction over the departed which 
she possesses over her children on earth. The deceased are sub- 
ject only to the jurisdiction of God, and the Church can no longer 
deliver orabsolvethem from their punishment ina direct manner; 
nevertheless, she can offer to Divine Justice satisfaction for the 
suffering souls, from the treasury of the merits of our Lord and 
the saints, and can implore God to accept this satisfaction. And 
this the Church does. 

The applying of indulgencesto the poor souls, consequently 
is not an act of ecclesiastical jurisdiction and absolution, as is 
thecase inregard to the living, but an act of intercession. There- 
fore we can never know for certain, whether the indulgence 
applied to this or that soul was effective, for God has not bound 
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Himself by any express or formal promise toaccept the satisfac- 
tion offered to Him in the indulgence. The acceptance depends 
upon His unsearchable decrees, and perhaps likewise, upon the 
solicitude with which the deceased during life, made himself 
worthy of this assistance. Onewho wishes to gain an indulgence 
for the poor souls may easily omit some of the prescribed conditions 
or fulfill them negligently, which would necessarily prevent the 
efficacy of the indulgence. Therefore it is urgently to be advised 
not to restrict one’s self to the gaining of one indulgence for those 
souls whom we wish to assist, but to apply to them many indul- 
gences and to do so often. 

Considering their effect, indulgences are distinguished as 
partial and plenary. A plenary indulgence is so called, because 
it remits the entire temporal punishment still due to the sins 
which have been forgiven. If then one were so fortunate as 
fully to gain a plenary indulgence and should die in this happy 
state he would at once go to heaven, without passing through 
the flames of purgatory. Likewise, a plenary indulgence applied 
to a poor soul, would be sufficient to release that soul from purga- 
tory and open for it the gate of heaven. 

By a partial indulgence we understand an indulgence by 
which only a part of the temporal punishment deserved by our 
sins is remitted. Attention is here calledto an error which is 
quite prevalent with regardto partial indulgences. Many think 
that an indulgence of 100 days, for example, remits 100 days 
punishment in purgatory. This, however, is not the case; the 
days or years refer rather to the penances, which in the early 
centuries of the Church, were prescribed by the Canons. 
Accordingly, by an indulgence of 100 days is meant a remission 
of such a debt of temporal punishment as a person would dis- 
charge if he did penance for 100 days, according to the ancient 
Canons, or laws of the Church. 





‘All that we give in charity to the faithful departed is chang- 
ed into grace for us, and after our death we shall find its merits 
increased a hundredfold.’’ (St. Ambrose. ) 

‘‘Have pity on me, have pity on me, at least you, my friends, 
because the hand of the Lord hath touched me.”’ (Job 19, 21.) 

‘‘Blessed be he who aids the poor souls in Purgatory by pray- 
er and good works.”’ (Words of Christ to St. Bridget. ) 
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Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque and tbe 
Poor Souls. 





God’s Wisdom and Justice. 


N a certain New Year’s day Margaret prayed very fervently 

for three persons lately deceased, two religious and a 

secular. Our Savior placed them before her and asked 

her which one she wished Him to release. Margaret 

humbly left the choice to our Lord. He delivered the secular 

person, because the two religious, in their state, had by far more 

inducements and greater obligations to strive after perfection, 

than the secular. Another time Margaret was shown a number 

of souls in purgatory, who, because during life they had lived 

tin disharmony with their superiors, were now deprived of the 

assistance of the Blessed Virgin and the saints, as also of the 
visits of their guardian angels. 

While she was once praying for the souls of two deceased, 
who in the world were persons of great distinction, she saw the 
one condemned to a number of years in purgatory, notwithstand- 
ing the many Masses which were offered for him, because these 
prayers, by the justice of God, were applied to the souls of some 
families who through his want of charity and justice had lost 
thetr fortune. The other soul was to remain in purgatory as 
many days, as she had lived years on earth. Margaret under- 
stood, that among all the good works, which this soul had 
performed, the humiliations which she had suffered with Christian 
patience, were particularly pleasing to God. 


bumility. 


A certain nobleman, the father of one of the novices, died, 
and was recommended to the prayers of the community. Mar- 
garet, who was novice-mistress at the time, prayed very fervently 
for him. Some days later the novice again recommended his 
soul to the prayers of her mistress. The latter then told her, that 
she should not be uneasy regarding the deceased, as he was no 
longer in need of their assistance. She should, however, ask 
her mother what noble deed her father had performed shortly 
before his death, as this had obtained for him a merciful judge- 
ment from God. Neither the novice herself nor any member of 
the community knew of this action, and the novice did not see 
her mother again until the time of her profession. She then 
learned, that when the Holy Viaticum was brought to her father, 
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a butcher had accompanied the priest and knelt in a corner of 
the room. When the sick man saw him, he called him to his 
bedside, pressed his hand most cordially, and begged him, wth 
a humility seldom found in persons of rank, to pardon him a 
few harsh words he had addressed to him some time before. 


The Superioress of Annecy. 

Mother Philiberte Emmanuel of Monthoux, superioress of 
Annecy, died on the fifth of February, 1685. She was recom- 
mended to the prayers ofall the sisters and especially to Ven. 
Sister Margaret. Some time after the latter told her superior, 
that our Lord had made known to her how pleasing this soul was 
to Him on account of her love and fidelity in His service, and 
that a great reward was awaiting her in heaven, after she had 
been purified in purgatory. Margaret beheld her in this place, 
and saw the great relief she experienced through the prayers 
and good works offered for her by the members of the Visita- 
tion. During the night between Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday, as Margaret was praying for her, shesaw her soul under 
the chalice which contained the Consecrated Host, receiving 
her share of the merits of our Lord’s Agony in the Garden. On 
Easter, which fell on the 18th of April, she beheld the soul as 
though in the beginning of happiness and her excessive longing 
for the possession of God. Lastly, on the feast of the Good 
Shepherd, the 1st of May, she saw the soul entering into glory, 
singing in a sweet melodious voice her favorite hymn: Love 
triumphs etc. Eighty-six days in purgatory for a soul so 
sealous and holy, ts alesson forall tepid and slothful souls, 
who always think they do too much for God and applaud 
themselves for the least penance they perform. 


Tbe Pbysician of the Convent. 

After the wife of the Physician of Paray had died, she 
appeared to the servant of God and begged her to pray for her 
and to make known to her husband two secrets, concerning 
justice and his salvation. Mother Greyfie, to whom Margaret 
revealed the vision, only ridiculed her and commanded her to be 
silent. A few days later the deceased again appeared to 
Margaret witha similar admonition. The superioress again 
disregarded the vision. But the next night she was disturbed by 
such a dreadful noise in her room, that it seemed she must die 
of fright. She summoned the sisters, who found her half dead. 
She told them of her incredulity and made known to the 
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physician what Margaret had revealed to her. The physician 
believed that the warning came from God and profited by it. 
The superioress, however, learned that although it is wise to use 
precaution, it must not be carried too far, especially when the 
glory of God and the salvation of our neighbor is concerned. 


A Benedictine Monk. 


From time to time God imposed sufferings on Margaret, in a 
wonderful manner, for the souls in purgatory.—One day as she 
knelt before the Blessed Sacrament, the former prior of the 
Benedictine Monastery of Paray, to whom she had once made 
her confession and who had greatly consoled her, suddenly stood 
before her. He was enveloped in flames, the heat of which was 
so great that, Margaret thought herself burning. God had per- 
mitted him to have recourse to her in his sufferings, in order that 
he might be consoled by her prayers. He asked her to offer for 
him all that she could do or suffer during the space of three months, 
making known to her at the same time three causes why he had 
to suffer so intensely. 7. Zoo great solicttude concerning his 
reputation, in consequence of which he often preferred his own 
interests to the glory of God; 2. a want of charity for his 
brethren; 3. a too natural affection for creatures, which he 
manifested in spiritual conversations. Margaret promised to ask 
permission to do what he requested. This was granted, but the 
dreadful sight of the apparition never left her. She saw the 
monk continually at her side, while she endured such severe pain 
on this side of her body, that she wept almost without ceasing. 
The superioress, who was aware of the circumstances, knew no 
other remedy to apply than exercises of penance, which lessened 
both the pains of the soul and those which Margaret endured. 
At the end of three months both were relieved. Margaret saw 
the soul joyfully ascend heavenward. 


Reglect of Rules. 


At another time Margaret saw ina dream a recently deceased 
religious in purgatory, who suffered greatly because she had 
been shown one of her nearest relations in hell. Margaret awoke 
and felt as though her body had been crushed, but giving little 
heed to dreams, she likewise banished this one from her mind. 
The soul, however, left her no peace and begged her continually 
to pray and to offer her sufferings in union with those of our Lord 
in her behalf until the first Friday in May, when she should re- 
ceive holy communion for her. Margaret did this with the 
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approval of her superior, but the sufferings communicated to her 
by the soul were so intense, that she could find neither rest nor 
relief. The deceased said to her: ‘“You can make yourself com- 
fortable in your bed. Behold the couch upon which I suffer 
unspeakable torments.’’ 

Margaret beheld this couch, and the very thought of what 
she had seen was terrible to her. The bed and covering were like 
glowing points of iron, which cut deeply into the flesh. The suf- 
fering soul told her, that this was the punishment for her tepidity 
and neglect of her rules. Wer heart was torn on account of ¢he 
thoughts of murmuring and obstinacy which she had entertained 
against her superiors. Her tongue was as if eaten by worms, 
and continually torn out on account of the uncharitable words 
she had so frequently uttered, and thereby broken the silence 
prescribed by the rules. She wished that all persons consecrated 
to God, could represent to themselves her situation, that they 
might understand the terrible consequences of neglecting their 
rules. The soul said: ‘Only one day of perfect observance of 
silence by the entire community would relieve my parched mouth; 
a second devoted entirely to the exercises of pious charity, would 
heal my tongue; a third spent without murmuring or disapproval 
of the superior, would heal my torn heart. But no one thinks of 
assisting me.’’ After Margaret had offered the communion asked 
for, the soul was greatly comforted, but she still had to remain 
in purgatory along time. 





bow Much We Stand in Weed of Purification. 


‘‘Who can say: My heart is clean, I am pure from sin?” Prov. 20, g. 

St. Augustine teaches, that there is noperson livingon earth 
who must not tremble, if the Eternal Judge examines his life, 
without mercy. All, even the saints and the just, must tremble 
with fear. The purest soulsare not withoutstain. The following 
incident would seem incredible were it not for the express 
testimony of Cardinal James Vitry. 

He relates: In the year 1208, there lived in a village of the 
Province of Liege, a very pious widow. She was united by the 
ties of an intimate friendship with Mary of Orgnies, who is so 
well known in the Church on account of the holiness of her life. 
This widow had two daughters whom she had brought up in great 
innocence and purity of heart. They made the vow of chastity, 
—- into solitude, and were a bright example to the whole 
parish. 
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Their mother became seriously ill and was soon brought to 
the brink of the grave. Onhearing this, Venerable Mary at once 
hastened to the dying woman, in order to assist and encourage her. 
But, wonderful to relate, as she entered the room she saw the 
Mother of God at the bedside of the sick woman, whom she consol- 
ed with the tenderness of a mother. Happy soul! who was found 
worthy to be comforted and strengthened in her last struggle, by 
her whom the Christian world greets as ‘“Comfortress of the 
afflicted !’’ At the same time the servant of God saw several 
evil spirits, who were making an attempt to approach the sick 
woman with temptations and stratagems, but St. Peter appeared 
with the holy cross, the sign of victory in hishand, andthe demons 
fled, as if struck by lightning. 

After the death of this virtuous woman, Mary assisted at her 
obsequies, during which she saw the Queen of Heaven, surrounded 
by virgins, who sang with melodious voices the psalms for the 
dead. It even appeared to her as though our Lord himself took 
the place of the priest, and thus, says the Cardinal, the church 
triumphant joined with the church militant in honoring a faithful 
servant of Mary. And now, Christian reader, you will without 
doubt, think, that a soul favored with such extraordinary graces, 
entered heaven immediately after her death. But, notwithstand- 
ing His infinite mercy, God cannot endure the slightest stain 
in us. 

After the obsequies the servant of God again withdrew into 
solitude, and being absorbed in contemplation fellinto an ecstasy. 
In this state she saw the soul of the pious widow condemned to 
suffer in purgatory on account of some imperfections. At this 
the saint was very much frightened; she at once informed the 
two daughters of the state of the deceased and together they 
prayed and fasted with great fervor; giving alms and performing 
works of mortification, until the deceased appeared to Venerable 
Mary, radiant and glorious. She held a book in her right hand, 
probably the Gospels, to show that she had been a faithful ser- 
vant of Christ, who had come upon earth to instruct mankind, 
and that she had conscientiously kept His commandments. 

Let us learn from this narrative how much we must fear the 
strict justice of our all-holy God, and how carefully we should be 
on our guard against the innumerable little faults, which we 
commit so thoughtlessly, because we must once atone for each 
fault by tears and sufferings. 

But let us learn at the same time with what fidelity and 
motherly love Mary, the Help of Christians, watches over those, 


who confidently sought her protection and served her faithfully. 
Surius. 
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Delp the Poor Souls 
and 


Dou Will Practice Many Virtues. 


It is an old saying: Actions speak, which means that our 
actions reveal the sentiments of our hearts. This is also the case 
in works of charity performed for the relief of the poor souls. 

If you do a good work and apply the satisfactory merit of it 
to the poor souls, you confess by this act, your faith in certain 
truths: you acknowledge that the soul of man is immortal, that 
at death his soul leaves the body and enters into eternity; you 
also acknowledge the existence of purgatory, as the Catholic 
faith teaches, and thus profess yourself a child of the holy Church, 
for there are many infidels and heretics who do not believe that 
there is a purgatory. 

Furthermore, you manifest by the deed you perform, faith 
in God’s infinite purity, holiness, and justice, for if you help the 
poor souls it is as though you would say: ‘God in His infinite 
purity can not admit into heaven a soul which departed from 
this world, not indeed in the state of mortal sin, but nevertheless 
stained with lesser sins, and with temporal punishment not yet 
expiated, for nothing defiled can enter heaven. But these souls 
left the world in the grace of God and He can, therefore, not 
condemn them to eternal torments in hell; this would be contrary 
to His justice and love. For this reason His omnipotence, wis- 
dom, justice, and love created purgatory for them, that they 
might repair that for which they neglected to do penance in this 
life, and thus be perfectly purified and enabled to attain to His 
eternal vision in heaven. This faith becomes evident in the deed 
you perform for the poor souls. 

You likewise testify, that God loves with an unspeakable 
love those souls, adorned with His grace, and ardently desires 
that they be released from their torments and united with Him 
in glory; that for this reason He has given man on earth the 
power to appease His Divine Justice for whatever these poor 
souls would yet have to expiate. You testify that you havea 
true brotherly love, for it includes not only those living on earth 
but also your suffering brethren in purgatory. You furthershow 
your love, for God, by fulfilling His will in assisting those who 
are His members, loving those whom He loves, as the Apostle 
says: And this commandment we have from God, that he, who 
loveth God, love also his brother. ”’ 

You also have recourse to the saints in heaven and beg them 
to support your prayers, your works for the poor souls by their 
intercession, and thus you profess your faith in the Communion 
of Saints, in that wonderful union which exists between the 
militant, suffering, and triumphant Church. And if you gain 
indulgences and apply them to the relief of the poor souls, do you 
not thereby testify, that Christ has left His infinite merits, as al- 
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so the merits of the Blessed Virgin and all thesaints to His Church 
and has given her the power to grant indulgences? And when you 
offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the poor souls, do you 
not profess your faith in all that the Church teaches concerning 
the Holy Sacrifice, that it was instituted by Christ, that in it He 
offers Himself to His Heavenly Father in an unbloody manner, 
just as He once offered Himself on Mount Calvary ? 

When you think of all this, is your heart not filled with joy? 
Must you not cry out in astonishment: What is greater or more 
beautiful than an act of charity for the holy souls! How many 
precious pearls are not contained therein,—pearls of lively faith, 
firm hope, and tender love towards God and our neighbor! Let 
then our actions speak. You know what you thereby profess 
and fulfill; you also know what you achieve and gain. ‘‘Blessed 
are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. ”’ 


Instructions of the Blessed Vianney, Cure of Ars. 


His sermons were simple, but touching; and persons came 


from distant places to listen to this humble priest. 
We have printed a number of his excellent instructions 


and have them in pamphlet form, one hundred pages each. 
Price per copy, postage included, 25 cents. Handsomely 
bound, with gold title on cover, 45 cents. 


Beautiful Pictures for Framing. 


We have on hand a number of very beautiful pictures for 
framing. A charming picture of the Mother of God; a very 
touching “‘Ecce Homo,’”’ and a most beautiful picture of the 


Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
These three pictures will be sent postpaid for 75 cents. 


Entered as second-class matter April 17, 1906, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 





further Circulation. 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” is published by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., 
under the direction of their Reverend Spiritual Director. 
This periodical is especially intended to promote the 
honor and glory of the Most Holy Eucharist, a mystery, 
which is truly our greatest treasure on earth, and which 
contains in itself all power, beauty and loveliness. 

In our days, when mankind is animated with such 
eagerness to obtain temporal goods, it is necessary, that a 
better knowledge of the one true Good, Jesus Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament, be spread among the faithful, 
that the love for our Lord in the Tabernacle may be en- 
kindled ever more and more. 

l-urthermore, our periodical shall often remind the 
reader of the greatness and severity of the sufferings 
of the poor souls, in order to awaken in his heart 
a tender compassion and toencourage him to render them 
effectual assistance by prayer, alms and other good works, 
but especially by Holy Communionand the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

\Vhosoever zealously endeavors to circulate this pe- 
riodical does a good work, for he assists in spreading a 
better knowledge of the Holy Eucharist and contributes 
towards enkindling a greater love for our Lord in the Bless- 
ed Sacrament. He also performs a charitable act towards 
the holy souls in purgatory. 

‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ is published quarterly, 
with an Extra Edition for the Month of the Sacred Heart. 
The proceeds will be applied to the beautifying and main- 
tenance of the Adoration Chapel. 

Subscription 50 cts. a year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Missouri. 





